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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

LI TE-CE'UAN REPORTS ON PUBLIC. HEALTH CONFERENCE

L1 Te-ch'uan, Minister of Public Heelth, Central People‘s gov-

& ermment of China, relates the proceedings of the First National
R Public Health Conference at the 49th session of the Government Ad-
ministration Council. He summarizes the result of the neglect in
public health aciivities by the KMT government, and discusses the

plan of the CCP government to improve them under the theme "serv-
ice to the people." "

Pelping, 20 October (Hsin-hua) -~ Li Te-ch'uan, Minister of Public
Health, Central People's government, reported on the proceedings of the First
National Public Health Conference to the 49th session of the Government Ad-
ministration Council, held on 8 September 1950:

The decision to hold the First National Public Health Conference during
7 = 19 August 1950 was made at the Preparatory Conference during September -
October 1949, The Preparatory Conference decided to hold- the. health confer- j
ence under the joint sponsorship of the Ministry of Public Health and the Pub- i
lic Health Department of the People's Revolutionary Military Council. 4

The Preparatory Conference decided that "prevention first" should be the
central aim in the reconstruction of the nation's public health activities and
agencles, The Preparatory Conference also decided to concentrate on assuring

) production, reconstruction, and the restoration of the natlonal defense indus-
: : try, especially in hining and rural areas. Pursuit of that alm during the

last 6 months in each of the major administrative regions has already proven
its effectiveness.

At the First National Public Health Conference, views were exchanged, ex~
Pberience summarized, the central aim discussed and clarified, and a unified
brogram formulated to guarantee the adherence to the central aim,
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The Preparatory Conference and the First National Public Health Confer-
ence were both confronted with problems arising from the neglect of public
health activities by the reactionary KMT gover. ment. During the KMT regime,
there were 140 million reople 111 each yeer, aua the mortality rate was more
than 30 percent. These deaths s Wwhich could have been prevented, included
bubonic plague, cholera, measles, smallpox, typhoid, typhus, relapsing fever,
diarrhea, etc,

A large majority of reople were afflicted yearly from kala azar, schis-
tosomiasis Japonicum, ague,’ paralysis, and venereal diseases » in addition to
& Lo-percent infant mortality rate each year due to midwifery practices,

The First National Public Health Confr. 'ence was attended by 412 official
delegates and 161 fraternal delegates from all parts of China and from public
health departments of the PLA. The conference decided, in accordance with
the existing health condition in the country, and on the basis of the preven.-
tion first aim, to complete the ‘setting up of basic health organizations
everywhere within the next 3 to 5 Yyears; to reorganize medical schools and
hospitals, to eliminate dissension 8Lioag doctors >f Western and Chinese medi-
cine; to improve the relationship between public and private doctors, and to
concentrate on the health of workers » farmers, and soldiers., Briefly, some
important agenda proints discussed and decided on at the conference were:

1. Prevention-First Aim

The past public health activities emphasized treatment of diseases
rather than prevention. Now we ére pursulng the prevention-first aim in line
with the thezzge of service to the people,

2, Basic Health Organizations

By establishing basic health organizations of all levels in China,
the health needs of the masses could be met. In the next 3 to 5 years, it
is necessary to establish, in most of the hsiens, a hospital with two to
seven specialists-doctors, one pharmacist; in each ch'u, a health agency with
one or two doctors and one midwife; and in each mining aree, a health unit,
Medical personnel for such agencies need to be trained in schools, and medi-
cal personnel in large cities should be retrained. Regardless of localities,
all health organizations now existing should be reorganized within the next
few years,

3. Medical Schools

Under the old syst-m, medical schools trained only 20 »000 regular
practitioners during the last 40 years. Consequently, the old system could
not be relied upon to meet the needs of the future, A new system must be
considered which will permit the training of a large number of umedical per-
sonnel. The medical schools should be divided into the primery, middle, and
higher schnols » with higher schools having departments specializing in spe-
clal fields. The medical education should be universally popularized, In
medical schools, courses should be taught under the principle which combines
theories with reality,

4., Unity and Reform of Medical Personnel
There has been a considersble ga8p in relations between doctors of
Western and doctors of Chinese medicine, They must be united and reformed
under the concept of service to the people. Their political and occupational
studies should be increased. Chinese-medicine practitioners should pursue
more scientific methods; Western-medicine practitioners should practice “peo-

pleism." Schools and classes should be formed to teach advanced techniques
to Chinese-medicine practitioners in each province and city beginning next
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year. BSuch classes or schools should be added to the already existing Chi-
nese-medicine schools and fraternal organizations. Each Chinese-medicine
school should add sclentific and political subjects to its curriculum to
train sufficient medical personnel to work in hsiangs and ts’uns.

5. Relationship Between Public and Private Practitioners

Private and public medical practitioners should carry on their work
in accord with the regulations provided in the common program. The gap in
relationship between the two must be closed, Private hospitals should be
assigned & responsibility in public health projects in relevant areas by ra-
tional distribution of work pertaining to antiplague and health maintenance.
They should be assisted in every way possible., Private practitioners, es-
Pecially in rural and mining areas, should be exempted from paying texes,
Various offices affiliated with the Ministry of Public Health should help
private practitioners in regard to the rectification of working habits, and

improvement of techniques.

For some private practitioners, corrective education should be given,
especially to those who have been hoodwinking patients for profits only. In
conjunction with this program, private practitioners should voluntarily try
to change their old working habits, study politics, and substitute the con-
cept of service to the people for that of profit making.

6. Reorganization of Hospitals

Some improvements have been made in hospitals since the liberation
but the working habits of the medical personnel are still of the old school.
They lack a sense of responsibility. Their technical levels are low, Their
concepts of public safety are still very meager and their methods of medical
care are not good. There also exist neglect of duties and malpractices in
hospitals. Consequently, it is necessary for each hospital to meke a thor-
ough examination and correction of the staffts thinking, techriques, and
methods,

. There is also a need for a hospital affairs committee in each hos-
pital to establish a democratic centralization system, to improve the politi-
cal thinking of the medical bersonnel, and to create the concept that their
primary duties are the care of the wounded and the sick. Considerations
should include fulfilling the needs of the sick, simplifying procedures for
treatment, etc., improving and providing correct dlagnosis, nursing, and
pathological study, Techniques should be improved. In addition to profes-
sional improvement, it is necessary to form a case-analysis committee, a
patholoygy research committee, and to concentrate on disinfecting work to re-
duce sickness.,

T. Health Activities Among Troops

For more than 20 Yyears, the public health activities among troops
have been following an independent line. That tendency will continue unless
corrected. The health work among the troops should be joined and promoted
with that of civilian public health work, Experiences in public health ac-
tivities among the PLA should be used as the starting point in the future
development of health activities of the nation. The health personnel among
troops should be proud of this honor., They must, however, acknowledge that
there is sti{ll much to be done and much to learn. There are also other
sources which could aid in improving public health activities in Chine,
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